
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second Quarter 2017 Louisiana Timber Market Report1 
By Dr. Shaun Tanger, LSU AgCenter Forest Economist 
 

 

Louisiana Stumpage Prices  

  

2nd  Quarter 2017  

  

Change from prior Quarter  

  

Product Class  

  

Price Per Ton  

  

% Change  

  

Pine Sawtimber  

  

24.00 

 

-7 

  

Pine Chip-N-Saw  

  

19.00  

 

-4 

  

Pine Pulpwood  

  

10.00 

  

-5  

  

Oak Sawtimber  

  

42.00  

  

-2  

  

Mixed Hardwood Sawtimber 

  

32.00 

  

-10 

  

Hardwood Pulpwood  

  

9.00  

 

2 

 

Price Conversions:  

Pine Sawtimber/ MBF= Tons * 8   Hardwood Sawtimber/ MBF = Tons * 9.5   

CNS and Pine Pulpwood Cords = Tons * 2.7  Hardwood Pulpwood = Tons * 2.8  

                                                           
1
 The following document is intended for use by owners of forested land in Louisiana. The source of these prices is proprietary in 

nature and are therefore rounded per agreements to disseminate to the general public. The prices I report are also state 
averages and the LDAF numbers are by specific regions. I recommend using both to aid in decisions about purchases, sales, and 
determining harvesting schedules. As always communicate with a consultant forester on prices before executing contracted 
agreements with wood buyers. 
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Louisiana Forestry Severance Tax 

Here’s a look at severance taxes by parish over the past few years for trees cut in Louisiana.    
Look at how much our forests provide back to the parishes.  And remember, the state portion  
funds our Forest Productivity Program which accounts for thousands of acres being planted! 
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LSU AgCenter Receives Grant to Study Cattle and Deer Diseases 
 By Olivia McClure, LSU AgCenter 

LSU AgCenter scientists Lane Foil and Claudia Husseneder have been awarded a three-year, $490,000 grant 
to study two insect-borne diseases that affect deer and cattle.   

The U.S. Department of Agriculture National Institute of Food and Agriculture grant will fund the project, “A 
Prospective Study on Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease Virus and Bluetongue Virus Transmission in Cervid and 
Cattle Populations.” The grant includes support from the National Science Foundation Established Program 
to Stimulate Competitive Research. 

Both viruses cause what commonly is referred to as hemorrhagic disease. The only insects known to 
transmit the diseases are biting midge species.   

Infected deer suffer hemorrhages in multiple organs and typically die.   

“Survivors develop immunity that lasts for several years depending upon subsequent exposure, and fawns 
of surviving does can receive protective antibodies in colostrum,” Foil said. 

Symptoms are less severe in cattle and include a crusty, peeling muzzle; sores and ulcers in the mouth; 
stiffness; lameness; and loss of appetite.   

Hemorrhagic disease-related deaths are not uncommon in wild deer, but usually the impact on populations 
is minimal, Foil said. However, widespread outbreaks — such as one in 2012 that claimed the lives of 
thousands of wild deer in states including Michigan, Missouri and Nebraska — sometimes happen. 

“The two viruses can cause devastating losses in captive deer herds in Louisiana and elsewhere as well,” he 
said. 

The AgCenter project will focus on identifying insects that carry the two viruses and studying how the 
viruses overwinter, or persist between active transmission seasons, in both animal tissue and insects. The 
scientists also will work to develop methods to identify immature midges and learn more about their 
developmental habits and food webs. 

“The ultimate goal is to generate knowledge that can lead to control methods to protect wild and captive 
ruminants,” Foil said. 

The majority of the field work will take place at the AgCenter Bob R. Jones-Idlewild Research Station, which 
has herds of cattle, wild and captive white-tailed deer, and red deer. A portion of the laboratory work will 
be conducted on the LSU campus in the Department of Entomology.  

The project is one of several initiatives of the Bob R. Jones Wildlife Research Institute. The institute is 
housed at the research station, which is located near Clinton. 

 

https://voiceoflouisianaagriculture.org/news/2017/8/16/lsu-agcenter-receives-grant-to-study-cattle-and-deer-diseases
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/profiles/lfoil
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/profiles/chusseneder
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/portals/our_offices/research_stations/idlewild
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/portals/our_offices/research_stations/idlewild/features/institute
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Louisiana 4-H’ers Take Third Place at National Forestry Competition 
By Johnny Morgan 
 
Louisiana placed third among 15 states that competed in the 38th annual National 4-H Forestry Invitational 
from July 30 through August 3. Teams from Arkansas and Florida placed first and second, respectively. 
Alabama, Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Mississippi, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Utah and Virginia also had teams.  
 
The event was held at West Virginia University Jackson’s Mill State 4-H Camp and Conference Center near 
Weston, West Virginia, said LSU AgCenter area forestry agent Robbie Hutchins.  
 
“While at the Invitational, 4-H members competed for overall team and individual awards in several 
categories,” Hutchins said. “Events included tree identification, tree measurement, compass and pacing, 
insect and disease identification, topographic map use, forest evaluation, the forestry bowl and a written 
forestry exam.” 
 
Louisiana was represented by Austin Goldstein, of Harrisonburg; Clare Phillips, of New Iberia; Rachel 
Rachal, of Shreveport; and Clay Zaunbrecher, of Gueydan.  The team’s coaches were AgCenter agents Luke 
Stamper, of Harrisonburg; Natalie McElyea, of Baton Rouge; Robbie Hutchins, of Alexandria; and Keith 
Hawkins, of DeRidder.  The Louisiana team was chosen at 4-H University and consisted of the top four 
contestants in the 4-H forestry contest. 
 
The team members attended a week-long training session in Baton Rouge to prepare for the competition.  
During the training session, team members built on their skills gained in their preparation for 4-H University 
and learned to identify 50 new trees and 25 new insects and diseases, Hutchins said.   
 
“During that week, team members learned three completely new events of the contest: topographic map 
reading, site evaluation and forestry bowl,” he said.   Facilitators for the training were AgCenter forestry 
agent Brian Chandler and Hutchins. 
 
4-H is a youth education program operated in Louisiana through the LSU AgCenter.   A “BIG THANK YOU” to 
all those within the Louisiana 4-H and forestry community who helped sponsor our Louisiana 4-Her’s so 
that they may participate in the invitational. 
 
The national event was sponsored by Farm Credit System, Sustainable Forestry Initiative, Inc., USDA Forest 
Service, West Virginia University Extension Service, American Forest Foundation, Southern Regional 
Extension Forestry, Association of Natural Resource Extension Professionals, National Woodland Owners 
Association, and Black Diamond Resource Conservation and Development Council. 
 

Louisiana 4-H’ers Place Third at National Wildlife Competition 
By Johnny Morgan  

  
Members of the Louisiana 4-H wildlife team won third place at the National Wildlife Habitat Evaluation 
Program contest held in Eatonton, Georgia, July 30 to Aug. 2.  In addition to the team placing at such a high 
level, individual members of the teams all placed in the top 15 in the nation.   

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/profiles/jmorgan/articles/page1502744031525
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/profiles/jmorgan/articles/page1503070134320
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Team members included Bridget Seghers, of St. Tammany Parish, who placed second in the nation for high 
score individual. Thomas Bergeron and Paycen Brouillette, of West Feliciana Parish, placed eighth and 11th 
respectively, and Haley Farmer, of Sabine Parish, placed 14th. 
  
Coaches for the team were LSU AgCenter and Louisiana Sea Grant fisheries agent Thu Bui and retired LSU 
AgCenter wildlife specialist Don Reed.  Reed said the team members were “a great bunch of kids to work 
with” in preparation for the competition.  
 
“This team just had a fabulous attitude toward this competition,” Bui said.  
  
Reed, who has been coaching the teams every year since 1997, said the group this year was the hardest 
working ever.  “This group had more team comradery than any other, and they know how to have a good 
time,” Reed said. 

The Louisiana 4-H program worked collaboratively with LSU Museum of Natural Sciences staff members to 
prepare the youth for what to expect at the contest by providing them with the wildlife specimens that 
could be expected during the wildlife challenge at the national contest, Bui said.   

The students received classroom and hands-on, in-the-field training in person and via webinars as part of 
their preparation.  “In this contest, it is important to learn about the wildlife knowledge, but also to have 
the clear communication skills to work with each other,” she said. 

Seghers said this year’s team has set a new bar, and she hopes future Louisiana teams will have the wildlife 
knowledge as well as the social skills this team has.   
 
Bergeron said the whole experience has been great and something that he will remember for the rest of his 
life.  “I plan to become a mentor for other youth interested in the contest and I will be competing in the 
state 4-H forestry contest at 4-H University next year,” he said. 
  
“Our hard work paid off,” Brouillette said. “The contest was one of the best highlights of my summer, and 
being a part of the team was amazing.”  

“The trip was unforgettable,” Farmer said. “Great memories with a fantastic group.” 

Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Program is a 4-H youth natural resource program dedicated to teaching wildlife 
and fisheries habitat management to high school youth. The interactive program provides participants an 
opportunity to test their wildlife and fisheries knowledge in a friendly, hands-on, educational competition.  

At the event, the contestants were required to identify the needs of wildlife species in the Southeast mixed 
and outer coastal plains forest, wetlands and urban region and make recommendations on wildlife 
management practices that will improve the habitat in the selected region. 

Participants learn wildlife terms and concepts, wildlife habitat, how to judge the quality of habitat, habitat 
management practices and damage management techniques, Bui said. 

 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/profiles/TBui
http://www.lsu.edu/mns/
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Next year, the contest will be held in Maine, which will be a completely new and different terrain for the 
Louisiana team to experience, she said. 

Wildlife Expo Set for Sept. 16 Near Clinton 
By Olivia McClure 
  

A day-long event featuring wildlife presentations and demonstrations will be held on Sept. 16 near Clinton. 
 
The LSU AgCenter Bob R. Jones-Idlewild Research Station, located at 4419 Idlewild Road, will host the 
inaugural Feliciana Wildlife Expo. The AgCenter, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, the 
Bob R. Jones Wildlife Research Institute and the East Feliciana Tourist Commission are organizing the event. 
 
From 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., speakers will discuss a range of topics, including food plots, deer diseases, deer 
netting, feral hog toxicants, butchering techniques, Louisiana snakes and 4-H shooting sports programs. A 
big buck contest also will be held.   
 
A 7 a.m. nature walk will precede the expo. Those interested should gather at the station’s south entrance 
at 13831 Gross Road beginning at 6:30 a.m. 
  
Admission to the expo is free. Food will be available for purchase, and transportation between activities 
throughout the day will be provided. Public parking will be available at the entrances on Idlewild Road and 
Gross Road.  More information is available by calling the research station at 225-683-5848, online at 
http://bit.ly/2vJERBf or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/BRJWRI/. 

 

 

Important Information for Commercial Pesticide Applicators 

 
During the 2017 calendar year, all Louisiana Certified Commercial Applicators are required to take 

and pass a basic general standards Proficiency Test.   

 

***This is a MANDATORY REQUIREMENT, to maintain a pesticide applicator certification in 

Louisiana.*** 

 

The Proficiency test will not replace the initial certification test.  It consists of questions pertaining to basic 

pesticide safety, proper pesticide use, and category-specific topics.   The Louisiana Department of 

Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) will accommodate all applicators—including industry groups, associations, 

and individuals with special needs—in order to effectively and efficiently achieve this requirement in 2017. 

 

Many have already taken the test, but if you have not yet taken the mandatory test, a list of upcoming 

review and testing dates follows.  No fees will be charged for these proficiency tests.   Important Note:  

The proficiency test dates on this list are not in conjunction with any recertifications.  These are stand-

alone tests and do not provide any recertification credit.  Applicators will need to continue to attend 

recertification training on the same schedule as they have in the past. 

 

Future test dates and locations can also be found on the LDAF website at: 

http://www.ldaf.state.la.us/ldaf-programs/pesticide-environmental-programs/2017-pesticide-proficiency/      

Click on “Commercial” Pesticide Applicators Proficiency Test Dates.   

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/profiles/rbogren/articles/page1503062572867
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/portals/our_offices/research_stations/idlewild
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/portals/our_offices/research_stations/idlewild/features/institute
http://bit.ly/2vJERBf
http://www.facebook.com/BRJWRI/
http://www.ldaf.state.la.us/ldaf-programs/pesticide-environmental-programs/2017-pesticide-proficiency/
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The dates can also be found on the LSU AgCenter website at: 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/profiles/nrichards/articles/page1454616457322 

 

If you have questions, please contact the LDAF Pesticide Division, in Baton Rouge, at:  (225)  

925-3763, between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.  
   
     Date and Location                          Sponsor, Time and Special Instructions 

  
 
 

Advanced BMPs Will Be Mandatory in 2018 
 
Master Loggers must complete six hours of continuing education every year to maintain their certification.  
Sometimes they can receive varying hours of credit for attending police jury meetings or quarterly 
Louisiana Logging Council (LLC) chapter meetings.   
 
Not so in 2018.  All Master Loggers will have to attend Advanced Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
training in 2018.  Master Loggers learn to follow important BMPs to ensure water quality during logging 
operations to comply with the Clean Water Act. 
 
“The advanced BMPs are mandatory in 2018,” according to Gracee Malone-Texada, LLC administrator and 
training coordinator.  If they want their Master Logger card for 2019, they have to go through this training.” 
 
That puts about 1,000 loggers and foresters who are certified under the Master Logger program in need of 
getting advanced BMP training in 2018.  LLC has scheduled one class near the end of the year – Oct. 18, 
2018.   
 
The logistics of having to train that many loggers and foresters is challenging, which means mills and other 
organizations will have to step up to assist and put on advanced BMP training throughout next year. 
 
The Southwest Louisiana Forestry Association also will help, said Paul Stone, a conservation forester for 
Crosby Resource Management and Louisiana Forestry Association board member, who is president of the 
SLFA.   
 
 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/profiles/nrichards/articles/page1454616457322
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“We have about 150 loggers in our area,” Stone said.  “We’re hoping to maintain a strong logging force to 
assist landowners in our part of the state.” 
 
Stone said the field visit part of the training is a particular challenge, but the SLFA will try to get all of the 
training completed in one day.  “We’re probably going to target a Saturday so they don’t have to take a day 
off of work to do it,” he said. 
 
Having Master Loggers certified with updated training is important, Stone said, because the program 
consists of following voluntary guidelines, not government regulations.  Mills are required to receive wood 
from operations that include Master Loggers to maintain that their products are certified by programs such 
as the Sustainable Forest Initiative (SFI). 
 
Stone said the advanced training gets back to the fundamental purpose of the Master Logger program, to 
self-police the industry and avoid the need for mandatory regulation.   
 
“We need to keep our water clean and keep it voluntary,” Stone said. 
 
Schedules for advanced BMP training will be printed in the Louisiana Logger magazine and posted to the 
LFA website as they become available. 
 
 

Events, Thoughts and Tidbits 
 

***Thirty-six teachers attended the 2017 Louisiana Forestry Teachers Tour in the Hammond area back in 
June 2017.   Participants got a full week of Louisiana Forestry and Wildlife knowledge and experiences as 
well as indoctrination in Project Learning Tree, Project WILD and Project WET curricula.   These materials 
and experiences will provide the teachers with the knowledge, confidence and motivation to provide hands 
on lessons about Louisiana Forestry for their students.   A “GREAT THANKS” to all the sponsors, host sites 
and personnel, event coordinators and staff!!  If you’d like to see more about the tour, check out the 
Facebook page at:  https://www.facebook.com/la.forestry.teachers.tour 
 
***Two Louisiana foresters recently received awards from the Society of American Foresters.   Buddy Van 
Hoof was selected as an SAF Fellow, and Eugene Austin received the 2017 Presidential Field Forester Award 
for SAF District 11.  Congratulations to Buddy and Eugene for their accomplishments! 
 
***"In the South between 1953 and 2015, economic growth and increased construction spurred consumer 
demand for forest products, which led timber harvests (or removals) to increase 57 percent. Yet over this 
same period, the amount of wood fiber (or inventory) stored in Southern forests increased 108 percent.”  
This is from a report entitled, “The Relationship Between Demand and Forest Productivity in the US South: 
Part 1.”   To see the full report, go to: 
https://blog.forest2market.com/the-relationship-between-demand-and-forest-productivity-in-the-us-
south-part-i 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/la.forestry.teachers.tour
https://blog.forest2market.com/the-relationship-between-demand-and-forest-productivity-in-the-us-south-part-i
https://blog.forest2market.com/the-relationship-between-demand-and-forest-productivity-in-the-us-south-part-i
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*** If you have scraps of treated wood from a project, DO NOT burn them in the fireplace.  You should 
NEVER burn treated wood in the fireplace.   The fumes can be toxic!!  This includes CCA, penta and creosote 
treated wood.   Many deaths have resulted from this. 
 
***Congratulations to Louisiana Smart Loggers Dennis Aucoin, Michael Hawkins, John Keith, Jack 
McFarland and Malcolm Sibley.  The Smart Logging program uses a third-party auditor to verify Master 
Loggers are performing Best Management Practices and Logger Compliance to sustainable forestry at their 
jobs sites. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

  

              
      Ricky Kilpatrick 
      Area Forestry Agent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 A STATE PARTNER IN THE COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SYSTEM.  LOUISIANA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE PROVIDES EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IN PROGRAMS AND 

EMPLOYMENT.  LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY AND A. & M. COLLEGE. LOUISIANA PARISH GOVERNING BODIES, SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY, AND UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE COOPERATING. 

     For additional information, call Area Code 318 and . . . 
     BIENVILLE      263-7400            BOSSIER           965-2326  CADDO   226-6805 
     CLAIBORNE      927-3110            DESOTO           872-0533  NATCHITOCHES  357-2224 
     RED RIVER      932-4342            SABINE           256-3406   WEBSTER  371-1317 

r  
This material is based upon work that is supported by the National Institute of Food and Agriculture, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, through the Renewable Resources Extension Act, a McIntire-Stennis project.  Any opinions, findings, conclusions, 
or recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the view of the U.S.   
Department of Agriculture. 
 

 

It is the policy of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service that no person shall be subjected to discrimination on 
the grounds of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability.  If you have a disability which requires 
special assistance for your participation in a meeting, please contact the Bossier Parish Extension Office at (318) 
965-2326 three days prior to the meeting 
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